
In 2015, $16,500 was raised for Habitat for 
Humanity of the St. Vrain Valley, thanks to 
generous Festivarians who donated at the 
RockyGrass and Folks Fest beer booth. Back then, 
Habitat had not even purchased the land in Lyons. 
But three years later, Festivarians who visit Lyons 
see the progress of two of the buildings underway 
at 112 Park Street (south of the former Valley Bank 
building). Habitat is building three duplexes, a 
total of six homes, that will be purchased by local 
families displaced during the 2013 flood. 
 At the end of April, all applicants were selected. 
Members of the Festivarian and music community 
who will buy the homes include: Wendy Miller (a 
Planet Bluegrass employee for 12 years), Danny 
Shafer (a Lyons musician), and his wife Amanda 
Anderson (a Lyons artist).
 Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit that acts 
as a builder and a lender of no-interest loans for 
homeowners. The homes are built by volunteer 
labor, including the future homeowners, all 
supervised by professional construction crews.
  In November 2016, Habitat for Humanity of the 
St. Vrain Valley purchased the six residential lots 
from Craig Ferguson and his Planet Bluegrass 
partners. Craig first purchased the entire 0.76-acre 
commercial parcel in June 2015 and began the 
process to subdivide and rezone with the intention to 

sell a portion to Habitat for Humanity. In June 2015, 
the Lyons Board of Trustees voted unanimously to 
waive about $173,500 in water and sewer connection 
fees. Craig and his Planet Bluegrass partners took 
the land through the final rezoning and subdivision 
steps, which the Lyons trustees approved in July 2016. 
Habitat for Humanity agreed to complete the required 
subdivision improvements for the residential lots and 
closed on the parcels November, 17, 2016.
 As the buildings are being completed in the 
coming year, there are two major ways Festivarians 
can continue to help: donating and volunteering. 
Although Habitat has some federal disaster 
recovery funding, there is still a gap in the costs 
of building these homes. To donate specifically to 
the Lyons construction, visit ColoradoGives.org/
rebuildlyons. To volunteer, no specific experience is 
needed, and training is provided on the job for each 
9am- 4:30pm volunteer shift. Visit StVrainHabitat.
org/construction and click FLOOD REBUILD-LYONS 
to sign-up for available shifts. Do you work for a 
company or belong to an organization that wants 
to raise funds and volunteer as a group? Email 
rshannon@stvrainhabitat.org or call 303-682-2485 
to learn about the Adopt-a-Day sponsorship.

Nearly five years have passed since the devastating flooding that hit 
Lyons. All of us Festivarians, whether locals who personally lived through 
the disaster in our community, or the family of employees, partners, and 
friends of Planet Bluegrass, eagerly supported recovery efforts.

Amy Reinholds is a volunteer for Town of Lyons 
housing recovery and for Planet Bluegrass.

8 If you want a little more, you've gotta give a little back   – FY5 


